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Distribution of Grants by Field-Specific Recipient Type and Foundation Type, circa 2004

Independent Foundations Corporate Foundations Community Foundations

Recipient Type
Dollar 

Amount %
No. of 
Grants %

Dollar 
Amount %

No. of 
Grants %

Dollar 
Amount %

No. of 
Grants %

Animal/Wildlife Agencies $104,511 0.9 895 1.2 $15,152 0.9 250 0.8 $7,308 0.6 212 1.0
Arts/Humanities Organizations 319,564 2.6 2,719 3.7 57,754 3.2 1,178 3.8 35,630 3.1 834 4.0
Churches/Temples 299,828 2.5 2,933 4.0 11,337 0.6 329 1.1 45,550 3.9 1,139 5.4
Civil Rights Groups1 159,714 1.3 1,315 1.8 20,967 1.2 402 1.3 11,970 1.0 300 1.4
Community Improvement Organizations 494,883 4.1 3,193 4.4 100,182 5.6 2,359 7.6 76,329 6.6 1,034 4.9
Disease-Specific Health Associations 84,309 0.7 1,062 1.5 39,394 2.2 690 2.2 12,751 1.1 351 1.7
Educational Institutions 4,083,055 33.6 18,518 25.4 486,752 27.4 7,800 25.0 322,862 27.9 4,841 23.0
  Colleges & Universities 2,351,820 19.4 8,785 12.1 239,847 13.5 3,533 11.3 143,581 12.4 1,843 8.7
  Educational Support Agencies 650,223 5.4 2,962 4.1 149,743 8.4 2,094 6.7 68,997 6.0 1,003 4.8
  Graduate Schools 350,680 2.9 1,044 1.4 17,542 1.0 239 0.8 9,589 0.8 152 0.7
  Junior/Community Colleges 59,040 0.5 344 0.5 8,375 0.5 274 0.9 5,243 0.5 93 0.4
  Libraries 123,712 1.0 587 0.8 8,753 0.5 179 0.6 8,970 0.8 178 0.8
  Schools 547,580 4.5 4,796 6.6 62,492 3.5 1,481 4.8 86,482 7.5 1,572 7.5
Environmental Agencies 456,673 3.8 3,326 4.6 29,839 1.7 560 1.8 37,685 3.3 928 4.4
Federated Funds 165,884 1.4 823 1.1 239,729 13.5 2,242 7.2 34,623 3.0 466 2.2
Hospitals/Medical Care Facilities 687,652 5.7 3,184 4.4 50,126 2.8 698 2.2 50,596 4.4 759 3.6
Human Service Agencies 1,161,629 9.6 13,523 18.6 237,337 13.3 6,450 20.7 207,757 18.0 4,685 22.2
International Organizations1 337,418 2.8 1,874 2.6 46,632 2.6 377 1.2 20,238 1.8 369 1.8
Media Organizations 146,273 1.2 1,078 1.5 15,113 0.8 291 0.9 11,444 1.0 236 1.1
Medical Research Organizations 222,432 1.8 495 0.7 17,915 1.0 149 0.5 7,975 0.7 130 0.6
Mental Health Agencies/Hospitals 105,080 0.9 1,253 1.7 11,228 0.6 344 1.1 16,743 1.4 456 2.2
Museums/Historical Societies 462,357 3.8 2,886 4.0 76,250 4.3 1,312 4.2 61,739 5.3 837 4.0
Performing Arts Groups 338,453 2.8 3,596 4.9 62,803 3.5 1,434 4.6 49,172 4.3 982 4.7
Philanthropy Organizations 223,690 1.8 1,210 1.7 59,691 3.4 520 1.7 30,165 2.6 338 1.6
Public Administration Agencies 404,683 3.3 2,278 3.1 36,827 2.1 742 2.4 34,371 3.0 416 2.0
Public/General Health Organizations 1,292,016 10.6 2,185 3.0 57,349 3.2 663 2.1 37,131 3.2 596 2.8
Recreation Organizations 146,006 1.2 1,057 1.5 17,212 1.0 404 1.3 13,069 1.1 393 1.9
Science Organizations 162,011 1.3 443 0.6 19,258 1.1 295 0.9 3,722 0.3 69 0.3
Social Science Organizations 108,028 0.9 633 0.9 5,872 0.3 89 0.3 2,369 0.2 48 0.2
Youth Development Organizations 180,807 1.5 2,335 3.2 62,394 3.5 1,539 4.9 23,192 2.0 643 3.0
Unspecified 1,461 0.0 30 0.0 1,367 0.1 44 0.1 790 0.1 22 0.1

Total Grants $12,148,416 100.0 72,844 100.0 $1,778,482 100.0 31,161 100.0 $1,155,180 100.0 21,084 100.0

1"Civil Rights Groups" includes only domestic organizations; international human rights groups are counted under "International Organizations."
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Source: The Foundation Center, 2006. Dollar figures in thousands; due to rounding, figures may not add up. Based on grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a sample of 1,172 larger U.S. foundations. 
For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in the file.


