Foundation Center Statistical Services

Types of Support Awarded by Foundations, circa 1999*

Dollar Value of Grants No. of Grants Average
1999 1999 Dollar
Value of
Type of Support Amount % No. % Grants
General Support $1,605,269 13.9 17,547 16.2 $91,484
General Operating 1,336,992 11.6 14,686 13.6 91,039
Annual Campaigns 44 463 0.4 484 0.4 91,866
Income Development 64,766 0.6 882 0.8 73,431
Management Development 159,047 1.4 1,495 1.4 106,386
Capital Support 2,810,809 24.3 13,425 12.4 209,371
Capital Campaigns 329,759 2.8 1,584 1.5 208,181
Building/Renovation 1,389,180 12.0 6,396 5.9 217,195
Equipment 204,000 1.8 2,271 2.1 89,828
Computer Systems/Technology 138,009 1.2 1,460 1.3 94,527
Land Acquisition 88,228 0.8 246 0.2 358,650
Endowments 549,536 4.7 1,228 1.1 447,505
Debt Reduction 16,087 0.1 60 0.1 268,117
Collections Acquisition 96,010 0.8 180 0.2 533,389
Program Support 4,930,081 42.6 38,433 35.5 128,277
Program Development 3,592,101 31.0 28,227 26.1 127,258
Conferences/Seminars 165,377 1.4 1,736 1.6 95,263
Faculty/Staff Development 165,784 1.4 1,539 1.4 107,722
Professorships 87,515 0.8 263 0.2 332,757
Film/Video/Radio 100,015 0.9 659 0.6 151,768
Publication 107,647 0.9 1,111 1.0 96,892
Seed Money 173,612 1.5 881 0.8 197,062
Curriculum Development 208,387 1.8 1,227 1.1 169,835
Performance/Productions 37,243 0.3 738 0.7 50,465
Exhibitions 70,508 0.6 511 0.5 137,980
Collections Management/Preservation 40,942 0.4 193 0.2 212,135
Commissioning New Works 7,152 0.1 106 0.1 67,472
Electronic Media/Online Services 173,797 1.5 1,242 1.1 139,933
Research 1,319,091 11.4 6,792 6.3 333,525
Student Aid Funds 559,221 4.8 3,955 3.7 82,335
Student Aid 31,466 0.3 231 0.2 136,216
Fellowships 164,427 14 910 0.8 180,689
Internships 14,582 0.1 236 0.2 61,788
Scholarships 264,041 2.3 2,115 2.0 124,842
Awards/Prizes/Competitions 84,705 0.7 463 0.4 75,226
Other 243,752 21 1,126 1.0 526,462
Technical Assistance 135,424 1.2 572 0.5 236,755
Emergency Funds 655 0.0 17 0.0 38,529
Program Evaluation 107,673 0.9 537 0.5 200,508
Not Specified 2,344,807 20.3 37,666 34.8 62,253
Qualifying Support Type'
Continuing 3,163,307 27.3 26,532 245 119,226
Matching or Challenge 506,402 4.4 1,241 1.1 408,060

Source: Foundation Giving Trends (2001), The Foundation Center. All dollar figures expressed in thousands; due to rounding, figures may not add
up.

*Based on a national sample of 1,016 U.S. larger foundations (including 800 of the 1,000 largest ranked by total giving), grants of $10,000 or more.
For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in the file.

1Qualifying types of support are tracked in addition to basic types of support, i.e., a challenge grant for construction, and are thereby represented
separately.
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